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T Jim Hopkins, SOS President

FROM It would be safe to say that there has been a cloud
over marine heritage in the Province since the
THE BRIDGE retirement of Peterg Englebert. Several times I have
referred to this in my quarterly ramblings, not to
mention the fact that we are fighting for a piece of the tax pie with education
and health care leading the line-up for precious dollars. The fact that a provin-
cial election was thrown into the mix that resulted in a change of government
and then the discovery of a rather large deficit only added to the murkiness of
the situation.

For those who have not yet heard, I am very pleased to report that the Ministry
of Culture has announced that they are filling the position of Provincial Marine
Archacologist. As this is being written, the staff at the ministry will be
preparing to conduct interviews for the position. To say this is very significant
would be an understatement, it will ensure that Ontario stays at the forefront of
marine heritage preservation, not only in the Great Lakes region, but arguably
in the world.

The process that has taken us to this point has been long, but as I look back on
it, I feel we are all better for it. Through our meetings with the ministry staff,
we have had to rationalize why we felt it important to fill the position beyond
our NAS courses. In a sense, we have had to look at this from the ministry's
point of view, why fill the position and for that matter, why offer core funding
to SOS?

Without a doubt this has opened up what I believe is a new dialogue with the
staff at the Ministry. Rita Scagnetti, Michael Johnson, Chris Stack, Lorriec Pella
and the others I have met are all good people to work with and we indeed have
developed a good working relationship. We all realize there is only so much
time and money to go around, so we all must be on the same page as we move
ahead.

It has also provided us with the opportunity to once again review our role in
marine heritage so that we are working to develop programs that are relevant to
the needs of the diving community and the Province's marine heritage. As we
continue to evolve programs such as Dive to Preserve, we will have the oppor-
tunity to see how they can best fit in with ideas that the new archacologist will
have and where efforts can be shared so we can all achicve our goals.

The individual replacing Peter will no doubt have big fins to fill, but as we
have worked very diligently to stress, the new person will automatically inherit
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View From The Bridge.... continued
a staff of 250 SOS members. Ideally I suppose it would have been good to have
the archaeologist taken under Peter’'s wing for a period of time, but the other
side of the coin is that they will come in with their own views and perceptions
intact so I guess it is six of one and a half dozen of the other.

There is still so much work to be done, but I have never been more optimistic
both about the future of our organization and the Province's marine heritage. 1
believe the Ministry also shares this optimism, not only because they are
replacing the marine archacologist, but because for the first time in many years
our core funding from the Province has been increased from $10,000 to $15,000.
This is a pat on the back to each of you for a job well done. You are making a
difference and it is being noticed. Keep up the good work.

Jim \T\....;

SAVE ONTARIO SHIPWRECKS
25TH ANNIVERSARY CALENDAR 2006

CALL FOR ENTRY: PHOTOGRAPHS
Marg Barker

To mark our 25th Anniversary, the Board has decided to create and market a
calendar. The committee is asking for members to submit their own photgraphs
for this project. The photographer will receive photo credit in the calendar,
which will be marketed across Ontario. The committee, Nino Mangione,
Shirley Mangione and Marg Barker, will choose the final pictures for the
calendar. Each Chapter is encouraged to submit at least one picture for the
calendar.

Specifications:
colour or black & white pictures, maximum size: 2400 pixels x 3000 pixels
(10" W x 8" L at 300 dpi), on a CD, in JPEG format. Hard copies are also

accepted. Don't forget to include your name, phone number and email address

Send To: Marg Barker
23 Dundegan Drive
Kanata, Ontario, K2L 1P7

For more information, Email; margaret. barker@sympatico.ca
or mangione@sympatico.ca

As well, the committee is looking for special dates to include on the calendar
i.c. the anniversary of the loss or finding of a specific ship, the flooding of a
canal, etc. Please include the year.

2



Letter to the Editors

Dear Edtitors,

We're writing this letter to ask, "Why doesn't the Newsletter provide a
means whereby the average SOS member can be heard? Why don't
you print letters or emails that you receive giving them equal space in
print with 'The View from the Bridge' and the 'Editor's Note'?"

We have noticed that the pleas you have made in previous editorials
have not gone unnoticed. For example early on you repeatedly
solicited pictures, and, articles with pictures. Now pictures accompany
most of the articles printed. We have also noticed that there are many
more contributing writers who are producing articles just for our SOS
Newsletter. We also enjoy reading the articles selected as reprints
from other publications and would really like to know if your other
readers enjoy them too.

It is now late fall and the water temperature readings from our local
on-line NOAA buoy is telling us that is too cold for our personal
limits to continue to enjoy diving this year. Earlier in the year we had
resolved to go out and buy one of those disposable underwater
cameras, take pictures of our favorite local wrecks, and, send in a
travel log article to entice other SOS members to come and visit our
local waters. Hopefully we can still convince some of our "dry-suited"
friends to take the pictures otherwise we might have to wait another
year before sending in the story.

Please consider printing this letter and others that you might receive.
Sincerely,

Nino & Shirley

(Editors' Note: We would gladly print this and any other letter or

concern received from the SOS membership, however to-date this is
the first such letter received.)
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THE LAST OF ITS KIND

THE LAST CAR FERRY TO SERVE LITTLE C

Often when it comes to marine
heritage, it 1s the most obvious boats
that are over looked. We always
remember the great storms and the
famous sinkings because of loss of life,
or location, but for each "famous" loss,
a vessel has faded from memory that
performed an equally important roll as
the others during its career. Such a
vessel was the Jaqueline, the last car
ferry to connect Little Current on
Manitoulin Island with the North

Shore of Lake Huron. e
-'-__-i-

In 1913 the yd

Algoma Eastern IJ-r

Railroad built a

swing bridge l

across the !

narrowest section

of the North Channel =~ ™~ __
at Little Current to serve

the Manitoulin Island. For many years
Islanders lobbied to open the bridge to
cars as well but the Algoma Eastern
later followed by the Canadian Pacific
refused, some say at bequest of local
businessmen. Thus the only way for
cars and their passengers to reach
Manitoulin Island from the north was
by ferry.

Over the years three ferries covered the
short distance, first an old boat that
pulled a barge followed by the
Hiawatha, a passenger boat converted
to a car ferry that was brought to the
Manitoulin by Norman Trotter who
purchased the ship from a company
Sarnia. The Hiawatha was becoming
obsolete and there was no resolution to
the railroad tridge conflict, so the
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situation became a political hot potato.
Finally the Conservative government of
the day resolved to have a new ferry
built that would operate under direction
of the Department of Lands and Forests.

The new ferry, christened the Jaqueline,
was launched in Midland Ontario in
1933 bearing the official number
157366. The Jaqueline was registered in
Toronto and measured 57°3" x 24° x
4°6" and had a top speed of 9 mph
and a capacity of 10 to 12
H‘H_\_ vehicles. The
.\'x‘ Jaqueline was
equipped with
ramps at both
ends so unlike
/ her predecessor
,f" she was "roll on,
____.-"" roll off". The new
ferry arrived in Little
Current too much fanfare on June 2, 1933.

—

By the time the Jaqueline was ready to
go to work, a Liberal government was
in power, having defeated the Conser-
vatives in the recently held election.
According to the local paper, the
Manitoulin Expositor, it was the local
Liberal executive that recommended to
the newly elected Liberal MPP W.L.
Miller who should be hired to crew the
new government ferry. Salaries on the
new ferry ranged from $125.00 per
month for the captains to $60 per
month for the deck hands.

Numbers stated in the Expositor from
the 1935 season show the Jaqueline
carried 200 vehicles on a single day and
overall for the month 4000 cars, 544
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